
ROCHDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

HEALTH SCHOOLS AND CARE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE CHAIR’S 
REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

COUNCIL - WEDNESDAY, 6th APRIL 2016

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments 
on various matters relating to the Health, Schools and Care Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee.

Since my last report to Council in January the Committee has met on once on 2nd March 
2016, covering the following

Trust Presentations
We welcomed representatives of Pennine Acute Hospitals NHS Trust to the meeting to 
provide a presentation on recent activities and events across the Trust’s footprint. The 
Committee were advised of numerous significant developments in terms of the Trust’s 
senior management structure including the appointment of a new Chief Executive, with the 
Trust’s Director of Finance being appointed Chief Executive on an interim basis; the 
current Chief Executive having taken up a position in Brighton. Professor Matthew Makin 
has been appointed as the Trust’s new Medical Director. In addition we were informed of 
arrangements that were in place to replace the Trust’s Chair, Mr John Jesky, initially on an 
interim basis (by the Vice Chair Christine Mayer). Mr. Jesky’s term of office as Trust Chair 
was due to finish shortly and he was standing down after 10 years in post. The Committee 
was also advised of issues relating to recent CQC inspections (including issues around 
delayed hospital discharges – an issue on which we will be getting a further report early in 
2016/17), Greater Manchester ‘devolution’ issues and ‘Healthier Together’. We also 
received a presentation from the Trust on the recently introduced Intermediate Tier Service 
for Heywood, Middleton and Rochdale.  

Adult Care Issues
The Committee received a number of reports that emanated from the Adult Care services. 
Firstly we were consulted on the proposed Adult Care fee levels in 2016/17, prior to their 
consideration by the Cabinet, reports reviewing the 2014 Care Act and the Better Care 
Fund (the former of these being deferred to a presentation at an informal session of the 
Committee’s membership) and a performance report on social care related complaints that 
were received in the third quarter of 2015/16.

Directorate Plans
The Committee scrutinised a report that presented details of progress in the third quarter 
2015/2016 (October – December) towards targets contained in the Adult Care, Children’s 
Services and the Public Health Directorate Plans 2015/2016.

Safeguarding Adults – Update Report
The Committee received a report which reviewed events, activities and the performance of 
the Adults Safeguarding Board since they last presented to the Committee in the autumn of 
2015. The Committee was pleased to welcome Mrs Jane Booth who was attending the 
Committee for the first time in her capacity as Chair of the Adults Safeguarding Board.

School re-organisation proposals
The Committee were consulted on a report regarding a proposal to discontinue South 
Street Nursery School, Rochdale with effect from 31st August 2016 and to make a 
prescribed alteration to Heybrook CP School, Rochdale, to change the age range from 
from 5 - 11 to 2 - 11, by establishing a Nursery Class at South Street with effect from 1st 
September 2016. The report was due to be presented to the Cabinet on 14th March who 
were due to make a final decision on this matter and the views of the Committee were 



sought. The Committee noted the strength of feeling the proposal had generated, and 
resolved that the Cabinet be requested to consider, in detail, all opinions and viewpoints 
that have been registered. 

Building Schools for the Future Programme
The Committee scrutinised a report which presented a six month update report (April – 
September 2015) on the performance of inspiredspaces, Rochdale’s Local Education 
Partnership (LEP).

In considering this report the Committee sought clarification on the compilation of statistics 
regarding accidents/incidents and near misses, clarification on the actual numbers of 
employment opportunities and apprenticeships that were available for the Borough’s young 
people and the impact of classroom space on learning. Members reiterated previously 
expressed views that the improving standards of school buildings would lead to increased 
educational attainment, especially in terms of GCSE/A level examination results.

Quality Assurance Within Adult Care
The Committee considered a report which outlined the role of Quality Assurance within 
Adult Services and also work that was being undertaken jointly with CQC. Measuring the 
impact of service delivery was crucial to achieving improved outcomes for users of Adult 
Care services.

Social Care Complaints
The Committee received a report that provided us with a summary of Adult and Children’s 
Social Care complaints received during the second quarter 2015/2016 (July – September). 

Scrutiny Study Groups
The Oral Health Study Group continues to meet on a regular basis and is making good 
progress. The group is supported by specialist staff from the Public Health Service and we 
have received regular and valued input from Mr. Khalid Mushtaq a local dentist. The group 
is chaired by my Vice Chair, Councillor Sullivan. With regards to the Transport Study Group 
the Committee agreed that it be disestablished as the contract for non-urgent patient 
transport had been re-let to another provider.

GMCA/AGMA Scrutiny Pool
At a previous meeting of Council, members nominated me to be the lead member on the 
GMCA/AGMA Scrutiny Pool and in this regard I am presenting information to this meeting 
of the Council to support this role. 

Our meeting in February received an update from Councillor Cliff Morris, Leader of Bolton 
Council providing an update on the review of services for children which formed part of the 
GM Devolution Agreement - along with health and social care, the review of children’s 
services was a significant priority for the Devolution Agreement and reform across Greater 
Manchester.  Councillor Kieran Quinn (Leader of Tameside Council) reported on the 
challenging financial settlement and the Scrutiny Pool were advised on various aspects of 
the GMCA budgets, including the joint authorities.  Our March meeting considered the GM 
Ageing Hub, established by the GMCA and AGMA Executive Board in 2015 to bring 
together existing work and to design new policies, programmes, and initiatives to support 
the increasing number of older people across GM and since forming part of the GM Public 
Health Agreement and the Ageing Well strand of the GM Strategic Plan for health and 
social care devolution; and the progress of the Airport City Skills and Employment 
Strategy, the Airport being the one of the most significant sites of new employment 
opportunities in Northern England meaning there is a need to ensure a trained and 
available workforce for  potential employers.  In addition, I am also contributing to a ‘task 
and finish’ working group considering the barriers to achieving a skilled work force, and its 
initial findings will be reported to the GMCA/AGMA Scrutiny Committee  in April 2016.
 



Further to the 2014 review of GMCA/AGMA scrutiny arrangements, I am aware that some 
members have expressed concerns about the fitness of these arrangements as we 
proceed towards devolution, and Councillor Butterworth has been nominated to a group 
looking at scrutiny arrangements fit for purpose under the coming devolved arrangements.

I would like to thank members of the Committee for their hard work in the past year, and 
especially Councillor Gartside for her contributions to the scrutiny agenda.

Councillor Sara Rowbotham - Chair, Health, Schools and Care Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee.

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Health, Schools and Care Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee.


